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Cappadocia Highlights, Turkey 

 

Itinerary 
The Cappadocia Highlights is a six-night itinerary 

staying each night at a hotel in Mustafapasa. 

Day 1 

You are met at Nevsehir or Kayseri Airport. 

Arrive at the hotel in the village of Mustafapaşa.  

If you arrive in time you will meet your guide at dinner 

and learn about the riding programme and the 

schedule for the week. 

The following is the proposed itinerary but it is subject 

to change due to local conditions. Riding times are an 

approximation. If the group ride very fast then the 

riding times will be less. On some days the horses may 

stay where the trail ends and you return to them in 

the morning. 

During the week there is an opportunity to visit the 

Göreme Open Air Museum to see the awe-inspiring 

painted churches built by exiled Christians during the 

Roman era as well as watch the whirling dervishes 

perform in a 13th century caravanserai. The precise 

timings of these visits may change.  

 

If you wish to join in an early morning balloon flight 

then please do let us know in advance of your holiday 

as these book up months in advance. Please 

remember that the balloons can only fly when the 

weather is good. After the flight you return to your 

hotel for a late breakfast and the riding programme 

continues as planned. 

 

At the end of each day you normally return to the 

hotel to change and then transfer to a restaurant for 

dinner. Early or late in the season, when the days are 

short, it is possible that you will go directly to dinner 

without returning to the hotel to change but the guide 

will confirm all this with you each day. 

Day 2 - Ride from Mustafapaşa to Golgoli 

Breakfast at your hotel between 08:30 and 09:30. 

After breakfast you will be driven (5 minutes) to the 

ranch to meet the horses. 

After horse assignment and tack adjustment you set 

off. First you ride through Golgoli, which is one of the 

oldest sites of Mustafapaşa. Have a tour through the 

ancient city Golgoli with views over the Damsa Dam.  

 

It will be interesting to visit the 6th century Keşlik 

Monastery before continuing onto lunch. 

Afterwards it’s a fast ride back to the ranch.  
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Transfer by vehicle to your hotel for dinner and 

overnight. 

Day 3 - Ride from Mustafapaşa to Golgoli Mountain 

As before, have breakfast at your hotel between 08:30 

and 09:30 and then transfer to the ranch to meet your 

horses. 

 

Today you will be riding through the village of 

Mustafapaşa towards Ayvali. You ride up to the top of 

the Golgoli Mountain and are rewarded by fantastic 

views. 

After a short break you ride down into the village and 

enjoy a beautiful lunch. 

Then you continue your journey through the 

fascinating valley where you see many pigeons nesting 

in the caves. This is a beautiful trail.  

Later ride back to the ranch in Mustafapaşa. 

Transfer by vehicle to your hotel for dinner and 

overnight. 

Day 4 – Ride from Mustafapaşa to Göreme 

Today’s ride with go first to Tavşanli Valley. 

Lunch is in Ortahisar and later you ride towards 

Kızılçukur from where you get to enjoy the panoramic 

view of Güllüdere Valley. 

 

Later ride towards Göreme Valley and from there onto 

the ranch in Mustafapaşa.  

Transfer by vehicle to your hotel for dinner and 

overnight. 

Day 5 – Ride from Göreme to Avanos 

On today’s ride you pass through Paşabağı and Zelve 

and have lunch near the 13th century monasteries  

 

Continue on through the fishing village of Sarıhıdır and 

to the Kızılırmak River where you stop to let the horse 

drink some water.  

From Kızılırmak you continue onto the ranch.  

Transfer by vehicle to your hotel for dinner and 

overnight. 

Day 6 - Ride from Avanos to Mustafapaşa 

Today you ride from Avanos to the top of Aktepe Hill. 

From here you will get beautiful views of Cappadocia. 
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Continue your ride from Aktepe, where you will see 

the beautiful Ürgüp stream on the way back to the 

ranch in Mustafapaşa. 

Transfer by vehicle to your hotel for dinner and 

overnight. 

Day 7 

Breakfast at your hotel. Transfer to airport for flights.  

Accommodation 
Each night you stay at the Saddle Cave Hotel in 

Mustafapaşa which is owned by the ride operator 

Very occasionally circumstances might dictate that a 

different hotel of similar standard is used.  

 

The hotel had a complete restoration in 2019. There 

are six bedrooms. Each room is comfortably furnished 

with private bathrooms with a bath/shower and free 

WiFi. 

There is a lovely balcony on which to relax and dine.  

 


